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answer  to  a  qurry  put  to  some 

;  ^  LADIES, 

It  is  asked,  **  At  what  time  of  life 
does  a  woman  shine  most  conspicuous?’’ 
A  very  faii^qileftioD,  but  rather  an  odd 
one  for  the  ladies.  Arc  not  the  men  bet¬ 
ter  able  to  judge  of  us  than  we  ourselves? 
Will  they  not  be  less  partial,  and  more 
adequate  to  the  task  of  answering  so  seri¬ 
ous  a  question?  Pardon  me,  if  I  say,  I 
think  you  have  imposed  too  weighty  a 
burden  upon  us,  and  beg  you  will  not 
suppose  that  I  think  myself  equal  to  it, 
though  I  thus  address  you :  it  is  only  my 
opinion  on  the  subject  which  I  offer,  with 
tnis  hope,  that  some  abler  pen  will  treat 
it  with  the  respect  it  deserves,  and  will 
look  upon  the  time  as  well  spent,  in  solv- 
ing  a  question  of  so  much  importance  as 
that  of  shewing  the  ladies,  when  and 
where  they  shine  most ;  and  by  that  means 
excite  a  spirit  of  emulation  among  theni 
beyond  the  rivalship  of  dress  ! 

Your  query' has  opened  a  field  for  argu¬ 
ment  as  large  aa  that  of  beauty,  for  they 
both  depend  on  opinion ;  and  when  that 
is  the  case,  nothing  decisive  can  be  said ; 
for  there  are  as  many  opinions  in  the 
world  as  there  arc  persons.  One  may 
think  that  a  woman  shines  most  conspicu¬ 
ous  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  beauty,  and 
accomplishments,  wim  the  additional  ad¬ 
vantages  of'  wealth  and  education  to  set 
them  off.  I  own,  she  does  shine  most 
brilliantly  :  She  charms  and  captivates 
the  heart  of  MAN,  and  tempts  him  to 
make  her  legally  his  own,  and  that  for 
ever.  He  men  thinks  himself  blessed 
indeed,  and  feels  as  if  nothing  could 
make  her  more  amiable  in  his  hyes ;  yet 
the  following  supposed,  yea,  vgry  possi¬ 
ble  case,  may  soon  convince  him  of  the 
contrary.  *  ' 

Misfortunes  assail  him,  poverty  con¬ 
ducts  him  to  a‘^ison ;  she  follows  him 
to  his  darksome  dungeon,  where  her 
smiles  shine  with  double*  lustra  to  those 
in  which  she  had  decked  herself  on  the 
morning  of  her  espousals ;  she  illumines 
every  comer  of  his  gloomy  cell,  charms 
him  whh  her  affectionate  eloquence  and 
composed  behaviour ;  she  inspires  a  for- 
titiide  till  then  unknown  to  himself;  she 
seems  hot  only  to"  be  the  mother  of  his  * 


children,  but  also  of  his  virtues ;  and  by 
rousing  him  from  his  lethargy,  enables 
him  to  retrieve  his  fortune,  and  re-estab¬ 
lish  his  credit. 

Her  efforts  will  thoa  take  another  turn ; 
she  makes  a  home  comfortable  for  him, 
and  a  large  family,*  for  whom  she  indures 
toilsome  days,  and  sleepless  nights ;  she 
feels  all  the  hopes  and  fears  of  a  tender 
mother,  and  anxious  wife. 

Bright  as  she  appears  also  in  this  point* 
of  view,  there  is  yet  one*  in  which  she 
outshines  them  all.  Suppose  her  daugh¬ 
ters  now  grown  up,  (the  boys  she  leaves 
to  their  father,)  what  a  task  has  she  then 
to  perform !  See  her  at  the  head  of  her 
table,  surrounded  with  those  who  have 
no  one  else  to  look  up  to  for  example  and 
support.  She  looks  round  with  a  tear 
caused  by  this  reflection,  “  On  my  ex¬ 
ample  depends  the  future  happiness  of 
these  dear  children,  and  shall  I  not  excr-* 
cise  every  attention  to  set  a  good  one 
before  them?  For,  what  would  my  feel¬ 
ings  be,  on  seeing  tlicm  act  wrcmg,  with 
I  the  additional  pang  of  self-reproach  ?— 
Forbid  it,  heaven!  and  grant  my  conduct 
may  be  such,  that  they  may  venerate  my 
memory  when  called  away  from  them ; 
before  which  time,  I  trust,  their  virtues 
will  procure  them  protectors, ’who  shall 
succeed  me  in  treating  them  with  the 
same  tenderness.” 

Her  prayers  are  heard ;  she  lives  to  see 
her  daughters  worthily  bestowed  in  wed¬ 
lock  ;  and  her  circle  is  enlarged  by  sons- 
in-law,  unable  to  be  sufficiently  grateful 
for  the  pl’ecious  deposits  she  has  placed 
in  their  possession,  owing  all  their  value 
to  her  care  and  example. 

'What  then  are  her  husband’s  sensa¬ 
tions  ?  who,  revolving  in  his  mind  the 
period  when  she,  (as  her  daughters  are 
now,)  all  blooming  whh  youth  and  beauty, 
made  a  surrender  of  her  charms,  finds* 
those  joys  inferior  to  what  he  now  tastes, 
and  rapturously  exclaims,  “This  is  the 
period  in  which  a  woman  shines  most 
conspicuous!  for  h^r  children,  like  so 
many  diamonds,  reflect  hick  her  lustre, 
and  surround  her  with  a  blaze '  of'  Splen¬ 
dor.”  This  is  the*  opinion  of  who' 
subscribes  herself  ■  •  i 


letter  from  a  young  gentleman 

TO  HIS  SIStER. 

(Continued from  our  last,) 

But  indecent  conduct  is  not  all  lb  at  a 
young  lady  has  to  guard  against.  Those 
^yho  are  the  most  rude  and  indelicate  in 
their  actions,  are  commonly  equally  li¬ 
centious  in  their  conversation.  All  the 
wit  that  many  of  our  young  gentlemen 
possess,  consists  in  saying  things  that 
wound  every  delicate  bosom,  and  crim¬ 
son  the  cheek  of  modesty— that  execrable 
kind  of  wit  that  consists  in  the  use  of 
double  entendres,  or  expressions,  which, 
though  not  absolutely  shocking  in  them¬ 
selves,  naturally  convey  loose  and^  im¬ 
modest  ideas — which  in  general  are  so 
plain,  and  intelligible,  that  it  would  be 
an  insult  to  a  young  lady’s  understanding 
to  suppose  her  ignorant  of  their  meaning 
— and  admitting  her  not  to  be  ignorant, 
the  most  infamous  rudeness  and  brutality 
to  utter  in  her  presence.  Persors,  v.  I- 
are  no  better  acejuainted  with  that  rcsjicct 
rod  delicacy  which  ought  to  be  observed 
in  the  company  of  every  lady,  and  much 
[  more  of  one  of  your  youth,  beauty,  and 
merit,  ought  to  be  avoided  as  you  would 
avoid  a  pestilence:  this  can  only  affect 
your  health,  your  life ;  that  affects  the 
reputation,  and  is  a  canker  worm  which 
preys  upon  and  blasts  the  fairest,  loveliest 
flower  of  virgin  modesty.  And  can  it  be  * 
possible  that  there  are  polite  and  fashion¬ 
able  young  ladies,  whose  faces  are  ever 
ready,  on  such  occasions,  to  wear  the 
^smile  of  approbation,  while  the  archness 
jpf  their  looks  give  sufficient  notice^hat 
they  perfectly  comprehend  the  full  extent 
of  the  meaning?  yet,  my  dear  girl,  doubt 
Dot  but  there  was  a  time,  when  they,  too, 
would  have  blushed  at  the  first  approaches 
of  indelicacy— such  is  the  terrible  devast¬ 
ation  made  in  the  female  breast,  by  habit, 
custom,  and  that  vanity,  and  rage  for 
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admiration,  even  the  admiration  of  fools 
and  brutes,  Nvhich  frequently  at  first  pre-  * 
vent  a  young  lady  frdni’  shewing  her 
disapprobation  of  improper  conduct,  for 
fear  of  losing  one  from  the  wretched  , 
train  of  her  admirers.  And  after  having 
suffered  the  first  breach  of  decency  to 
pass  unnoticed,  it  serves  as  a  precedent 
to  encourage  a  second,  and  makes  it  more 
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to  proceed  from  any  fondness  or  appro, 
bation  for  them  of  your  own.  There  U 
a  degree  of  ill-nature  in  that « satire  and 
ridicule  on  female  fashions  and  dress, 
many  are  so  fond  to.  adopt,  which  I  ac, 
knowledge  I  could  never  approve, 
true,  if  a  girl  devotes  that  time  which 
QkUght  to  be  employed  in  more  important 
concerns,  to  -  the  care  ,of  her  person-^if 
she  places  her  supreme  merit  in  her 
clothes  and  ornaments— «-if  she  assuinei 
to  herself  consequence  and  state,  and 
looks  down  superciliously  on  such  as  do 
not  equal  her  in  those  respects — she  thes 
becomes  the  j^t  object  of  our  ridicule 
and  contempt,  be  her  dress  what  it  mlH 
But  from  this  folly,  I  am  confident, 
ray  lovely  girl  is  secure ;  she  will  alwayi 
have  too  ji!lSt  an  opinion  of  her  own  mpvit, 
to  think  It  depends  on  those  external  ap. 
pendages  which  she  puts  on  and  off  eveiy 
day  at  pleasure :  she  will  always  be  sen. 
sible  that  she  adds  graces  to  her  dress, 
instead  of  borrowing  them  from  it :  nor 
will  she.  ever  forget  that  “  True  loveli* 
ness  needs  not  the  foreign  aid  of  orna. 
ment,  but  is,  when  unadorned,  adorned 
the  most 


difficult  for  her  then  to  assume  that  pro¬ 
priety  of  conduct  she  ought  at  first  to 
have,  adopted,  and  look  out  .of  counte¬ 
nance  every  thing  rude  and  indelicate ; 
until  at  length,  by  its  frequency,  it  be¬ 
comes  familiar,  and  all  her  chaste  sensi¬ 
bility  being  lost,  it  is  no  longcr  offensive 
to  her  polluted  ear.  Behold,  my  lovely 
girl,  the  blessed  effects  (too  frequently) 
of  a  town  education  ;  and  the  expence  at 
which  those  phantoms  which  are  called 
politeness  and  good  breeding  are  often 
purchased  t  But  arc  there  no  exceptions 
to  this  censure?  Yes>  my  dear  gir4  I  ac¬ 
knowledge,  with  pleasure,  that  there  are 
some  bright  examples,  who,  to  all  that 
real  ease  and  elegance  which  the  town 
would  claim,  though  not  very  justly,  as 
peculiar  to-  itself,  unite  all  the  delicate 
reserve,  blushing  modesty,  and  sensibil¬ 
ity  of  the  country :  in  the  number  of 
these,  you,  my  amiable  sistet",  I  am  con¬ 
fident,  wHl  deserve  a. distinguished  place. 

■All  I  ask  of  heaven  for  you,  is,  that 
j’ou  may  never  divest  yourself  of  your 
present  manners,  but  preserve  them  pure 
and  untainted ;  then  will  you  ever  be  ad¬ 
mired,  beloved,  and  esteemed.  These 
are  sentiments  which  few,,  ray  dear,  will 
be  honest  enough  to  declare  to  you. 
Your  own  sex,  conscious  of  the  ascend¬ 
ency  over  our  hearts,  which, the  innocence 
and  purity  of  your  manners  must  give 
you,  will  be  solicitous  to  laugh  you  out  of 
them,  asbeingaukward  and  unfashionable 
— the  effects  of  a  country  education ;  and 
will  endeavour  to  degrade  you  to  a  level 
with  themselves.  And  the  most  of  our 
sex,  having  nothing  more  in  view,  by 
their  general  intercourse  with  the  ladies, 
than^mere  momentary  pleasures,  unmean¬ 
ing  gallantry,  or  the  gratification  of  their 
vanity  and  self  importance,,  care  nothing 
about  them,  beyond  the  present  hour; 
and  are  well  pleased  to  take  every  liberty 
with  which  they  can  be  indulged,  as  they 
are  therein  freed  from  the  restraint  they 
must  otherwise  observe,  and  are  furnish¬ 
ed  with  a  subject  to  boast  of  among  their 
associates.  And  here,  my  dearest  girl, 

1  cannot  dismiss  this  subject  without  giv¬ 
ing  you  one  caution.  Oh !  never  let  it 
give  that  little  breast  one  moment’s  pain, 
to  see  a  greater  crowd  of  triflers  buz^ing^ 
round  one  of  those  pert  forward  things  I 
May  female  vanity  never  exucite  in  that 
gentle  bosom^  one  transienib  wish,  to  ob¬ 
tain  their  followers  by  imitating  their  con¬ 
duct  !  Would  my  dear  girl  wish  to  have 
her  Ipvely  person  all  disfigured  with'sores, 
that  she  might  be  honoured  with  the  at¬ 
tendance  of  a  swarm  of  ,W^y> 


and  if  she  imitates  the  reign¬ 
ing  modes,  it  will  be  rather  an  act  of 
condescension,  and  to  avoid  the  impuU- 
tion  of  singularity. 

But  while  I  would  have  you  to  give 
into  siich  fasUons  as  are  innocent,  and 
consistent  With  decency,  1  would  conjure 
I  you,  my  dear  girl,  by  all  that  solicitude 
r  feel  for  your  happiness,,  to  spurn  at 
every  thlpg  that  is  the  contrary.  Let 
who  will  imitate  them,  may  you  be  nobfy 
singular*.  When  1  see  a  young  lady  dis¬ 
playing  to  every  licentious  eye,  her  snow 
white  bosom  and  panting  breasts,  with 
stays  cut  down  before,  &  better  to  ex¬ 
pose  them  to  view— or  when,  to  shew  a 
fine  ankle,  the  petticoat  is  shortened,  un¬ 
til  half  the  leg  is  exposed  to  our  sight— 
I  blush  for  her  indcHcacy,  and  am  aston¬ 
ished  at  .her  folly. 

Let  me  draw,  my  dear  sister,  the  por¬ 
trait  1  would  have  you  to  resemble.  I 
would  wish  you  possessed  of  that  undefil- 

ion,  ' which  de¬ 


ed  and  benevolent  religi 
scends  from  heaven,  and  refines  and  pu- 
rifiesu  die  hunoiaa  heart — -free  from  the 
rage-  of  bigotry,  the  gloom  of  supersti¬ 
tion,  aiid  die  extravagancea  of  enthusi¬ 
asm.  1  would  wish  you  to  be  unaffect¬ 
edly  modest,  without  prudery— cheerful, 
easy,  and  sociable,  without  levity,  pert- 
ness,  and  forwardness — affable  and  frank, 
without  ever  forgi&ttiog  that  delicate  re* 
absolutely  necessany  to.  support 


8ei!Te,»  aosoUitety  necessany  to.  suppor 
the  digmty  pf  your  c^acter>  and  to  hao< 
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ish  rudeness  and  licentiousness  from 
your  presence — well  acquainted  with 
^oks,  without  a  pedantic  display  of  your 
knowledfge — sensible,  without  aiming  at 
the  character  of  a  wit — possessed  of  ev¬ 
ery  grace  and  beauty  of  person,  yet  in  no 
one  action  appearing  conscious  of  your 
superiority-adorned  with  every  acquir- 
ed  accomplishment,  wkhont  valuing 
yourself  upon  them — and  all  these  blend¬ 
ed  and  intermingled  with  that  softness, 
that  gentleness,  and  that  tenderness  pecu¬ 
liar  to  your»sex.'  A  few  finishing  strokes 
is  all  you  want  to  render  you  the  perfect 
likeness  of  this  so  beautiful  a  picture. 
It  is  in  your  power  to  obtain  them. 

1  have  now,,  my  dear  girl,,  very  imper¬ 
fectly  executed  what  1  had  in  vieWy  when 
I  took  up  my  pen.  Receive  it  as  the 
strongest  proof  of  my  friendship  for  you. 
I  have  thrown  these  thoughts  upon  paper, 
that  you  may  have  them  remaining  by 
you,  and  would  willingly  hope  that  some¬ 
times,  in  the  hour  of  leisure  andTetire- 
xnent,  you  may  think  them  worth  a  se¬ 
cond  reading.  1  have  omitted  a  thousand 
things  1  wished  to  have  said ;  but  have 
already  made  this  letter  too  long. 

Your  affectionate  Brother, 

C.  F. 

On  a  Taste  for  Real  Pleasures. 

Pleasure  is  a  common  oblect,  every 
,  one  is  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  it,  and 
yet  it  is  but  seldom  overtaken.  This 
must  undoubtedly  be  owing  to  our  mis¬ 
taking  the  right  road  to  it,  for  nature 
does  nothing  in  vain,  and  when  she  im¬ 
planted  that  general  desire  in  the  breast 
of  man,  she  could  not  withold  from  him 
the  means  of  gratifying  it. 

,'The  disorders  of  imagination,  the  il¬ 
lusions  of  self  love,  and  a  false  delicacy 
of  sense,  are  the  sources  from,  which  we 
expect  to  derive  happiness ;  and  we  are 
astonished  when  we  find  nothing  but 
huigue,  disgust,  and  satiety.  What  is 
it  that  we  seek  in  balls,  in  spectacles,  and 
assemblies  f  This  is  the  sentiment  which 
we  hope  to  find  there,  but  for  which  we 
hope  in  vain.  All  the  pleasures  which 
cities  afford  are  without  taste  or  flavour. 
Theop  en  air  is  as  necessary  for  the  dila- 
Uon  ot  the  heart,  as  for  the  expansion  of 
flowers,  and  the  heavens  are  the  natural 
canopy  of  man.  What  would  Ambition 
•—what  would  avarice  demand  ?  Amass 
round  you  the  treasures  o£  both  the  In¬ 
dies  j  place  at  your  feet  alkthe  crowns,  of 
I  the  earth  ;  ui  ite  in  your  own  persoir  ew- 
j  cry  thing  that  the  most  servile  athilatibn 


can  bestow  ;  indulge  in  every  thing  which 
the  most  venal  voluptuousness  can  pur¬ 
chase  and  imagine,— and  you  will  see  a 
Tiberias  at  Caprea,  tormented  with  the 
void  within  his  heart,  and  wanting  a  sen¬ 
timent  in  the  midst  of  the  whole  world  I 

Nature  has  placed  within  ourselves  the 
source  of  our  happiness^.  The  first  sen¬ 
timent  which  calls  the  soul  out  of  itself 
— that  makes  it  feel,  with  bounding  joy, 
the  beating  of  the  heart — that  whispers 
to  the  heart,  that  it  is  not  made  for  itself 
alone, — is,  Filial  Piety !  What  tender 
cares  solicit  it! — Desire  expectation,  &c. 
usher  man  into  the  life,  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  paternal  tenderness.'  The  cares 
of  his  infancy,  the  education  of  his  youth, 
his  establishment  in  society  ; — these  are 
the  kind  services  which  he  receives  from 
the  father; — what  fond  indulgence  for 
his  faults ! — what  active  solicitude  in  all 
his  cares  I  ‘  The  father’s  eye  foresees 
|!evcry  thing,  provides  every  thing;  and, 
plunging  into  distant  futurity,  where  he 
has  nothing  to  hope  for  himself,  he  there 
secures  before -hand  a  continuation  of 
happiness  for  him  who  is  to  be  his  repre¬ 
sentative,  when  himself  shall  be  no  more. 

Happy  infancy ! — tender  and  innocent 
age  ! — Who  would  not  regret  your  deli- 
.cioua  enjoynaents,  free  from  care  I  With- 
pout  anxiety,,  without  passions,  you  know 
life  only  by  two  lively  sentiments,  intend¬ 
ed  for  the  felicity  of  the  mind— Ifo/fc  and 
Lovef  Ah!  were  ye  but  .conscious  of 
your  happy  state — could  ye  but  guard 
yourselves  against  the  illusions  which  are 
just  beginning  to  lead  your  imagination 
astray — you  would  be  the  image  of  Man  in 
his  Purity  !— you  would  live  tranquil  un¬ 
der  the  protection  of  paternal  providence 
and  care,  as  we  live  under  the  ever-open 
eye  of  Supreme  Goodness  and  Wisdom ! 

What  pathetic  scenes— what  tender, 
what  animated  sentiment— does  not  do¬ 
mestic  life  produce  !— a  mother,  fond  to 
weakness  !—brother.s,  sisters,  relatives, 
friends !  What  variety  of  connections ! 
how  many  little  intemsd  occurrences  !— 
how  many  different  situations,  which  are 
nothing  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  but  are 
every  thing  to  a  heart  of  sensibility  I  Is 
there  a  spot  in  our  paternal  habitation  in 
which  the  steps  of  a  Provident  Goodness 
are  not  imprinted  and  consecrated,  as 
formerly  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  by  some 
monument  of  a  tender  and  religious  sen¬ 
timent^  Here  I  have  received  a  proof 
of  tenderness  b«there,  a  mark  of  indul¬ 
gence  T—Hei^  I  imbibed  pious  lessons 
and  maxims,  which  ^aU  ever  be  for  me 
the  tables  of  the  law !  I  wiS  transmit 


them  as  they  were  transmitted  to  me,  and 
with  the  authority  of  an  example  more. 

Mature  age  would  be  that  of  the  plen¬ 
itude  of  happiness  intended  for  man,  did 
he  remain  obedient  to  the  inspirations  of 
Nature.  His  knowledge  is  acquired,  his 
experience  is  formed,  the  intellectual  and 
corporeal  being  ia  in  its  full  perfection. 
Become  the  father  of  a  family  and  a  pro¬ 
prietor,-— what  a  delicious  source  of  sen¬ 
timents  is  opened  in  his  heart!— -what  a 
vast  sphere  for.  his  thoughts  to  reign  in ! 

To  isolated  man,  life  is  monstrous  ^ 
and  without  intet^est,  his  days  succeed  to 
to  each  other  without  variety :  .society 
produces  nothing  but  uniform  scenes, 
and  eyen  the  passions  range  in  a  confined 
circU.  But  for  a  father,*  the  education 
of  his  children ;  their  progress  in  learn¬ 
ing;  the  unfolding  of  their  minds;  the 
prognostics  whence  to  form  an  opinion  of 
their  dispositions  ;  his  hopes  ;  his  fears  ; 
the  plans  which  connect  the  future  to  the 
present,  and  give  to  man  the  enjoyment 
of  the  time  when  he  shall  be  no  more 
such  are  the  pleasures  which  Nature  pro¬ 
poses  to  a  wise  and  enlightened  parent, 
who  feels  the  dignity  of  his  state,  and  the 
obligations  which  he  has  contracted,  by 
accepting  the  august  privilege  of  perpet¬ 
uating  his  species !  * 

COMMUNICATION. 

f  ^ 

^  Pbiladelpbia,  '25tb  yuly^  1304. 

To  Misses  Sidney  Meekeye^  Latitia  Peep 
and  Rebecca  Blushwell.  •* 

Ladies, 

Having  observed  in  the  sixth  num¬ 
ber  of  the  Weekly  Monitor,  that*  you 
call  on  the  editor  to  take  the  Fops  in  hand, 
I  am*  induced  from  personal  motives  to 
answer  you  before  I  am  taken  into  cus¬ 
tody,  bearing  something  the  appearance 
of  a  Fop  though  not  justly  entitled  to  the 
name,  and  J  hope  in  the  course  of  this 
epistle  to  make  it  appear  justifiable  in  the 
young  men  to  take  good  notice  of  the 
ladies  as  they  pass.— Ignorant,  as  we  are 
of  ourselves  in  general,  in  particular  we 
are  much  more  so  with  respect  to  that 
part  of  us,  which- constitute  the  female 
part  of  our  species, — and  solicitous  as  we 
are  to  acquire  that  necessary  knowledge, 
yet  the  most  minute  and  subtle  inquiry  iB 
baffled,,  and  the  most  penetrating  look 
eluded.  You  say  you  are  willing  to  be 
looked  at,  this  we  did  not  doubt,  being 
sufficiently  manifest,— but  if  permitted 
to  look,  why -not  to  purpose  ?  what  shall 
,  we  make  out  by  those  superficial  glances* 
!-^H&wevcn  we  profess  to  owe  you  a 
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compliment  for  your  voluntary  condc-,| 
scention  in  unmasking  )*our5erves  to  us^ 
even  so  far  as  to  lay  open  your  bosoms  to 
our  inspection,  and  too,  for  the  very  great 
pains  yOu  have  taken  to  itHike  every  thing 
appear  as  prominant  and  cotispiciious  as 
possible  to  our  view,— yet  we  cannot  feel 
freedom' in  complimenting  you  bh  your 
subsequent  conddet;  fdr  islthougfh  ’  you 
have  set  the  object  before  us  m  the  most 
attractive^ and  alluring  form,  yet  if  we 
look  at  k  at  all,  it  must  be  in  the  most 
slight  and  superficial  DMiiner,  or  we  sub¬ 
ject  ourselves  to  your  anitnadversion  and 
displeasure,  now  I  really  think  it  tante- 
*  lizing,  arbitrary  and  unfair* — Suppose 
extreme  curiosity  in  a  minute  and  care¬ 
ful  inquirer,  should  incline  him  to  prove 
by  other  senses  than  his  sight',*  the  pro¬ 
perties  of  those  lovely  ornaments  of  hu¬ 
man  nature^  would  it  not  be  more  con¬ 
sistent  in  youf  passively  to  surrender 
yourself  for  his  inspection,  than  to  keep  ] 
nim  at  a  distance  in  suspetice,  moiling  in 
>  the  mazy  labyrinth  of  specfulation  and  con¬ 
jecture,  perhaps  drawing  inferences,  and 
conclusions  equally  preposterous  and  de- 
rogatory  to  characters.— So  diversified 
are  the  genius,*  yet  so  similar  the  ^pear- 
ance  of  the  ladies,  that  the  eye  al  scni- 
tiny  becomes  necessary  to  discriminate. 

But  my  dear  girls,  1  would. not  enter 
•into  a  controversy  with  you,  1  only  wish¬ 
ed  to  remonstrate,  against  such  inadver¬ 
tency,  and  if  an  irresistable  curiosity 
should  impel  me  to  steal  a  p^ep  froin  be¬ 
neath  my  hat,,  or  leer  a  little  as  1  pass  you 
by,  (for  I  am  really  sometimes  ashamed 
to  look  up)  you  will  please  take  no  notice 
of-  it.— Constrained  by  a  sense  of  duty  I 
owe  to  myself,  1  sometimes  rest  my  sight 
on  the. fair  group  as  they  pass,  haying  no 
other  criterion  by  which  to  judge  of  their 
properties^*  but  their  movements  atod  ap- 
pearance,-^-perhap8  you  think  we  have  no 
right  to  know  or  think  any  thing  about 
yoii,  if  so,  as  soon  as  you  set  the  exam- 
ple;  by  ceasing -to.inquire  or  think  of  lis, 
we  shall  be  equally  indifiFerent,  and  1  date 
predict  there' shall  be  a  great  chan]^  in 
the.  order  of  our  habiliments,  but,  it  is 
not  necessary  to. multiply  words  ;  if  you 
will  only,  alter  your  dress,  and  appear  in 
the  streets  in  a  more  proper  modest 
manner,  you  shall  receive  fewer  of  those 
sarcastic  looks  from  the  Fops  ;  'and  too, 
if  you  could  bring  yoUr  minds  und^r  pro¬ 
per  regulations;  jrou  would  not  fear  to  be 
loqkeH  at  by  any,  for  though  the  dbunte- 
nance  is  indicative  of'  some  of  the  emo- 
ticjoB  of  the  heart,  yet  if  our  vi^s  are 
directwe  needno  care  the  world  knew 


theni.  Hoping  that  when  you  bav^  cjuli 
considered  these  propositions,  ypu  will 
think  proper  to  wU^raw  your  ^equ^st, 
not  wiping  to  indict  undue  punishment 
on  any.  I  conclude  hy  subscribing,  my 
self  a  triie  Respecter  i>i  the  ladies. 

-  A‘.  M. 


u 


MARRIED,  <  , 

*  On  .^the  twenty-second  inktant,  .Mr, 
Coffin,  of  Nantucket,  to  Miss  Elizs* 
BRTu  Woodruff,  of  Southwark*  ..i*: 


.  AN  EVENING  SONNET  TO  MART.! 

The  blustering  wii^  are  hush'd  9)1  high,  ^ 
The  darken’d  clouds  are  aU  withdrawn;  » 

.  •  ,  ..  *  .  ^  -  ■  .<..4  iil  i*, 

**^  And,  stealing  to  the  western  sky  ;  ,  ■ 

The  evening  shades  moye  o'er  t^.lawa.  ^ 

^  The  woodland  poors  its  sweekst  song, 

That  softly  sinks  as  day  reti;^7 
And  us  it  din  the  vale  along,  * 

A  harmony*  of  sbul  inspires. 


r. 


**t: 


Calm  as  this  closing  hour  of  day^- 
And  blest  with'  harmony  a 
May  Mary's  seasons  glide  awi^,  *  .  ' 

And  peace  and  joy  her  Wishes  m^t ; 

.And  may  no  dark  relentless  stetm, 

Her  tranquil  happiness  deform ! 

----  -  *  TERPE. 


IL  PACIFICO. 


Me  often  times  the  dsrk-lxrow'd  wood 
'TnvftesT when  in  a-soter ’mbod,‘“  ^  ^ 

"Where  deep  amid  the  twilight  Shade 

--  ,  *-4C 

Musing  I  roam  the  sylvan  glade; ' 

Or  reclin'd  in  leafy  ^wef, 

I  woo  the  sweetly  soofliin^  power^  ^ 

Of  Contemplation’s  saefrf  fire,  , 

To  raise  my  dull  phantuy  higher.  ... 

And'open  to  my  n^tal.^^  .  jy.;* 

Fairest  vision#  deli^^-  ^  »;  . 

A  new’  Arcadia  around 

.  O’er  all  the  wide  e^hant^  ground,. ' 
Where  purest  ri^vera  softly  Aqw, l  • 
And  trees  with,Mintaat  verduse  grow^. 
i  see^tlw  vut.exten#iye pfaui " 
Qf  h^piness. design’d  Ipr  man, 

When  he  to  meet  the  great.desigri,  'C*.  - . 

Hit  stubborn  will  he.doth  resign  ^ 

Unto  the  .will  of  Him  who  knocks 
^At  hanVn^  hearts  uhfSI  his  locks’  ^ 

.  Are  wet  with  humid  dew's’  of  night, 

-So*  constantly  hc  dbth  iiivite.  *  ^ 

1  see,  as  anciem  Seers  foretold,  ' 

The  w<df  and  lamfi  dwell  in  olhe  fold 
'  The  leopsud  aiid  the  Jdd  are  laid 
“Fe^ful  together  in  the  sha(^;^ 


'M  " 

•til 


If 

.if: 


.ill 


,Th«  cpmes„(:^«!.liappjr;hakyflu 
\yhen  cruel  jpen,  those  beasts  0^  prey,j 
Wevy  of  war  and  hateful  strife,  y  . .  ^ 
Shall  learn  tp  yalue  human  life.  .  ,  >  • 

^ ,  Young  liona^^e. with  a^iyes  I'see,..,  ,  .  ,  ^ 

And  fatling#  all harmony j,  rj  . , 
So  gentlemans  theor  and eo  niild»(r ;;  it 
Jl  see  jthemled  by  a  yovng  chUd;  t 
Thus  shaft  (he  children  off  the  great,  <1 
.;)Descend  from  their  exalted  statejMui 
:  And  mix  widi  those  of  loy  degree;  in 
.i.'In  viftos4md'ei}aali<y»  *•/»•  ,.*--:**r*i.n  -■}>  j 
*  The  bow  ahd  bear  tbgethkr  feed  *  ' 

Nhat*  betb  tHehr  'young*  miei  hi  thk  mead; 
And'rrietf  of  a  rougK'savage  mind,  ‘ ' ; 

Become  dome^it  ‘and  refin'd,^  *  ^  '  ‘‘ 

And  all  Viieir  children  shall  be  brmjgfit 
To'Zi^,'  and  withi^hers  be  taught' 

’Nov?  the  fierce* lion’s  h^gry  maw,  / 

.  Ox-like  is  fill’d' with  sim^e  stravr ;  I 
i^us  kings  ai^  heroes  humbled  low^ 

Aspiring  passions  shall  forego. 

And  learn  with  other  men  to  share  ; 

.  .  -  •  •  ••  *  i 

Nature's  gifts  a&  common  fare;  ,  .  ,  « 

•  !  $4  ^  w  <  4  .  . .  ^  . 

r.  ^  Then  r^ine  and  t^ipresaion  cease,  f  '  -, 

And  all  the  Nations  live  in  peace.  * 

HESYCHASTSS. 


Paraphrase  of  Petrarch’s  edebrated  sonnet,  narrat¬ 
ing  a  di^m,  whose  prophecy  was  accompliahed 
the  very'  night  in  which  the  vision  arose.-^SM  Me- 
^irs  of  the  Lifie  of  Dr,  Di^iyin.  by  Anna  ^wad. 
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>  d 


Dread  draam,  'that  homing  in  the  midn’ight  aTr^ 
Clasp'd  with  thy  dusky  wmg,  my  adung  head, 
While,  to  imagination’s  stau^ed  ear,  ^  ^7' 

•foil’d  the  slow  bcU,  for  bright  Eliza*  dead- . 

<  ^  '  .4*  .  .i  f  V* 

Streich’d.on  her  sable  bier,  the  gtawe  bende  - 

A  iuiow-white  diroud  her  bieathleM  bosom  bdtuid,  \ 
O’er  her  wan  brow  the  shadowy  crape  dras  Hed,*^ 

And  t^es;’  <iNrttie»1iung  their  rOtnri. 

'jtyjV'}'.  u*  -  fill  •  '3  -  *  • 

From  tbose.cold  lips  did  sweqtest  accent#;fiow 

'  Ropnd  pak  mou^  did  sweete^  dimples  play  ? 
On  thM  dul^/phf^  tbe^ose  of, beauty  l^ow, 

And  these  dim^eyes  d^se,  celestial  ^y.l  ,  -  j  • . 

Did'this  cold  fiand'imasking  Want  relieve',  .T  ‘  ‘ 

e  i"!'  *1'^ 

Or  wake  the  lyre  to  cve^^rapturous  sou^ !,  • 
'How^sad,' for  other’s  wbel  ’thisbreas't  w^id  heave! 

*  How'  light  this  heart  for  othet  S  transj^rt,  bound ! 

vBeats  not  the  bell  again  ?...;Neav^ils !  do  I  w^dcel- - 
Why  heave  roy  sighs,  "why  l^ush  nfy  teaiih  anew  ? 
Unreal  fbrths  my  tremblHig  doubts  ihistake,' 

And  franti<f  80rto#’ftari*ihe  vbkm  tnie.'  • 


f- 

Dre4m ! 


»r;: 
•  •  <* 


toJEUlza>end  thy- ai^^^, flight, 

. '  Go,  tell, my  charmer  aU  my  terser  fsiam»f;  ' 
How  Loye’a  fco^  woes  tdarm  the  sUepi  night  1 
I  Apd.,9|fcp^jny  pillow,  in  un^td  tears-^  ^ ' 


f 


